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FREIBURG, GERMANY, 20-26 March 2021 
QVA provides practical opportunities to put faith into action. Join our 

eco-study tour to learn about the ‘Green City of Freiburg’. 

This working retreat is slightly different from usual Quaker Voluntary Action events! Rather than focusing on 
work activities, our work will be in learning from a city regarded as one of the birthplaces of the environmental 
movement. 
 
QVA undertook an eco study tour in Freiburg in 2015, which was deeply impactful on participants. We’re 
repeating the experience in 2021 in a different context, as worldwide movements towards climate justice are 
at the forefront of many public debates, and in our hearts and minds. 
 
As well as learning about the steps civil society in Freiburg has taken to live sustainably, including extensive 
use of solar power, high quality public transport, mass cycling and sustainable living practices, we will hear 
from local campaigning and direct action groups about their work. This working retreat would suit anyone 
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who wants to learn more about environmentally-aware living, and those already involved in ecological 
movements in their own contexts. 
 
We will work in a local community garden project one afternoon, as well as sharing reflection sessions, 
meetings for worship and epilogues to end the day. QVA’s theme this year is ‘Using our gifts’. Each and 
every one of us has unique gifts that are God-given. In our reflections we will consider how we uncover our 
gifts, and how we might be called to use them. We will also meet with local Friends on a number of 
occasions. 
 
We’ll gather on Saturday evening and close on Friday afternoon. Your facilitators will be Christine Hoffman 
(social worker and long-time proponent of sustainable development with an interest in the ecological and 
social facets of living sustainably) and Gordon Matthews (a lifelong Quaker who has worked for Quakers and 
ecumenical organisations in a variety of capacities, most recently as office manager of QCEA. Co-founded 
Transition Evesham Vale). 
 
Accommodation will be in a youth hostel and of a nature compliant with social distancing regulations current 
at the time. 
 
Our events are open to Quakers and all those who wish to learn more about the Quaker way. 
 

Accessibility info 
This trip will involve a lot of 
walking and cycling. Please let us 
know your needs and mobility on 
the application form. 

Travel 
We heartily encourage you to 
travel sustainably to this working 
retreat! We will help you to seek 
out different modes of transport, 
linking up with others travelling to 
the working retreat where 
possible. 

Cost: £500 
(You can pay in installments, and 
bursaries are available - please 
ask. This doesn't include your 
travel to the project, which we 

can advise on.) 
 

 
To apply write to simon@qva.org.uk or call 07530 844611 

before 16th November 2020 
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